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EN our Friends lead us into Ac- 

W tions which are beneficial to others, : 

1 they lay on us the higheſt Honour of 

s# © human Life, and bring us under the 

I greateſt Obligations to themſelves; if therefore 

i { am fo happy as to do ſome ſervice to any by 

this Sermon, I am at leaſt equally bound with 

them to thank You, by whoſe Influence it was 

at firſt compos d and preach'd, and is now ofs 

ferd to the World. Excuſe me, Sir, that I | 

make this publich Acknowledgment, and that! | g 

take the liberty to ſay tis a very ſenſible Plea. | 

ſure to me to obſerve, that Jour generous Incli- 

nation to every thing which may advance the 
A+ 17 Common ; if 
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Common Good; your Affection for Truth, and 
Juſtice, and pure Religion; and your unſhaken 
Zeal and Stedfaſtne/s in the Cauſe you have 
eſpous d; have always made you more known and 

more uſeful than even all the Advantages of jou 
flouriſhing Circumſtances in the World; and 


that they will no doubt continue to draw on you! 
the Eſteem of all who have the Happineſs off 
your Acquaintance. FA a7. 
Permit me, Sir, to aſſure you, that nothing Pe 
but the moſt ſincere Reſpect makes me lay hold 
on this Opportunity, and at the ſame time bear- 
tily wiſh for a better, wherein more effefiually 
to convince you how much, and how unfeignedly} 
rr, ( 
x I WS po OL 
. Your moſt Obliged 
8 Humble Servant, 
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ESE Words are part of our Satis 
moſt excellent Sermon upon the Mount, 
\ very oppoſite to the Traditions and Prac- 
iices of the Scribes and Phariſees ; and 
pet preach'd to a numerous Afembly of 
14 Peiſons, who were much devoted to thoſe Teacher 
W or rather Corrupters of the Law. The Fews had 
been long taught to have their Wiſemen, as they 
W caill'd them, in high eſteem; and were told, that 
E whoſoever ert Ret his Teachers. did as bad as 
if he contradicted God himſelf; nay, by a Law of 
E theirs, whoever refuſed to obe ey the Wiſemen was to 
be put to death. But notwithſtanding this Slavery 
of Mind they were under, and the Meanneſs of Spi- 
rit they muſt have thereby contracted; notwithſtand- 
ing the mighty Reverence they had for their ſpiri- 
84 tual Guides, and the unſpeakable Power of the Pre- 
zudices in which they had been educated : our Sa- 
viour preach'd this Sermon in direct oppoſition to 
| thoſe Prejudices and thoſe Guides; and ſuch was the 
W Excellency and Reaſonableneſs of the Matter of it, 
and ſuch the Force and Manner of his delivering it to 
135 them, as bore down all COPE Of the 7 
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ſtiff and obſtinate, his Hearers became. ſoft and plia- 
ble; their uſual fiery Zeal for their Traditions was 
ſtrangely cool'd and moderated ; their high Regard 


for, and ſtupid Submiſſion to, their Doctors, was leſ- 


ſen'd and abated : and when the Divine Preacher 
had ended his Diſcourſe, the People were aſtoniſh'd at his 
Dofrine, Mat. vii. 28. amaz'd at his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, and greatly affected with the Charms of 
his Diſcourſe, and the Beauty and Reaſonableneſs of 
his Precepts; which appear'd to them very ſtrong 
and evident, notwithſtanding they had been ſo long 


us'd to hear, with the profoundeſt Reſpe& and Vene- 


ration, ſuch as underſtood very little of his Doc- 
trine, and had taught them many things contrary to 
it. But this new Teacher taught them (not as the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who continually appeal'd to 


their Wiſemen, and thoſe of old time, confirming what 


they advanc'd by their Teſtimony ; but he taught 


them) as one having an uncommon and more than ordi- 


nary Authority, in demonſtration of the Spirit and of 


Power. 


Ox Lord, the better to anſwer the Deſign for 


which he came into the World, being ſent moſt im- 
mediately and firſt to the Jews, took a great deal of 
Care and Pains to rectify the Abuſes and Corrup- 


tions which then prevail'd among that People, and 
gave him ſuch juſt occaſion to complain, that they 


did in vain worſhip God, teaching for Doctrines the Com- 
mandments of Men; laying aſide and rejecting the 
Commandments of God, to keep their own Traditions, 
thereby making the Word of God of none effet; Mark 
vii. 9—13. He very frequently inveighs againſt 
the Hypocriſy and Superſtition, the Blindneſs and 
Ignorance, nay the Irreligion and Immorality, not 
ſo much of the common People, as of their learned 
Scribes, their ſ{anctifty'd Phariſees, and the Holy Or- 
der of Prieſts, who boaſted of a ſacred Character, 
to Which they were a Reproach. Our Saviour conti- 
nually ſet himſelf in oppofition to theſe Men, as well 
| knowing that moſt of the Errors and Corruptions of 

a the 
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the common People take their riſe chiefly from this 
Source : for it is very certain that the Teachers of 
the People are almoſt the ſole Spring and Fountain- 
Head of all the Vertue or Vice which prevails a- 
mongſt them. Accordingly in the 7th of Mark our 
Lord, after having reproached them with many of 
their Traditions, calls the People to him, and ſays, 
ver. 14. Hearken unto me every one of you; and ſo pro- 
ceeds to ſhew them the Error of their Teachers. And 
thus likewiſe this Sermon, which, as far as appears, is 
the longeſt our Saviour ever preached, is pointed di- 
rely againſt ſeveral of the corrupt Gloſſes, and falſe 
Doctrines, and human Traditions, which were then 
generally received by the People, as being dili- 

ently advanced and enforced by their Teachers. 

hus our Lord ſays to em, wer. 21. Te have heard 
that it was ſaid, and'ſo forth; and then, ver. 22. adds; 
But I ſay unto jou, and ſo on. The ſame kind of Op- 
poſition he again uſes ſeveral times afterwards. Nay, 
he had ſo much contradicted the receiv'd Opinions 
of that time, that he thought it neceſſary to caution 
his Hearers againſt a Miſtake they might on that 
account be ready to run into; and to aſſure em that 
his Doctrines, whatever they might think of em, 
did not at all tend to ſet aſide the Law, but only to 
reſtore it to its native Purity and Simplicity, and 
to reſcue it from the Miſinterpretations and miſchie- 
vous Abuſes put upon it by their blind Guides: for 


think not, ſays he ver. 17. that I am come to deſtroy he | 
Law or the Prophets I am not come to deſtroy, but to ful- 
fl; to eſtabliſh, and confirm, and improve them in 


Truth and Righteouſneſs : but you are not to think 


the falſe Gloſſes and Traditions of the Elders are 


the Law, or agreeable to it, or that by the Obſer- 
vation of thoſe heavy Burdens which the Scribes and 


Pha;iſees impoſe upon you, you can be juſtify'd before 


God, and accounted Keepers of the Law. Be not 


deceiv'd, for 1 ſay unto you, That except your Rightecuſaeſs 
all exceed the Richreouſueſ of the Scribes and Phari ſees, 
e ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heavens 


ver. 20. | 
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I Say theſe things here, concerning our 8a“ 
viour's oppoſing the Notions of the Fewjfh Doctors, be- 
cauſe this is the true Key to the underſtanding of our 


Saviour's whole Diſcourſe, and (judiciouſly uſed) will 
let us into the true Meaning of the ſeveral Parts of 


this excellent Sermon. At preſent we are particu- 


larly to confine our ſelves to that part only which! 
read at firſt for my Text, in theſe words; Bleſſed are 
the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God. And in order 
to come at their true full Senſe and Meaning, it muſt 
be remember'd, that when God gave the Law to the 
Fews by his Servant Moſes, to create in them the 
greater Awe and Reverence of his Perſon, and of 
the Purity and Holineſs of his Nature and his Pre- 
cepts, he gave ſeveral Rules and Laws to be obſervd 
concerning bodily Uncleanneſſes of divers kinds, from 
which all were to keep themſelyes free as much as 


might be; and if at any time they were polluted, 


they were to be cleanſed and purified by certain 
Rites and Ceremonies which God appointed for that 


| purpoſe. Great part of the Book of Leviticus is com- 
monly 184 known to be made up of Laws con- 


cerning theſe things: The greateſt part of the 11th 
Chapter is taken up in diſtinguiſhing between thoſe 


Which were to be accounted clean or unclean Meats ; 


and the whole 13th and. 14th in preſcribing ſeveral 
Rules and Laws concerning the Plague of Leproſy, 
and its Legal Purification both in the Bodies of Men, 
and in the Walls of their Houſes. A great part of 


the 19th Chapter of the Book of Numbers contains the 


Laws and Manner of purifying from the Pollations 


contracted by the Toach of one ſlain with a Sword 


in the open Fields, or a dead Body, or a Bone of a 


Man, or a Grave: and of the Legal Uncleanneſs of 


the Tent wherein any Man died, and of all Things 
and Perſons therein at that time, or which ſhould be 
brought in during the continuance of the dead Body 
there. There are alſo many Rules and Laws con- 
cerning the Purification and Dedication of the Holy 
Veſlels, which were to be uſed in their Divine Ser- 

vice; 


Pr 


unto Moſes, Go unto the People, and ſanctiß them 


ing to God and his Sanctuary. And all the People 
likewiſe were at certain times, upon ſome ſpecial 
and extraordinary Occaſions, to be univerſally clean- 
ſed and purified before they could approach to God ; 
for at the giving the Law, Exod. xix. 10. the Lord ſaid 


and let them waſh their Clothes, and be ready, or 
the Lord will come down in the fight of all the Peorie, And 
ſo again when God was to lead the 1ſ- .elites mira- 
culouſly over Jordan at the beginning rt Foſhua's Mi- 


niſtry, Joſhua ſaid unto the People, Sa.utijy your ſelves, for 


to-morrow the Lord will do Wonders among jou; Joſh. iii. 5. 
Theſe, with many other things of the like nature, 
were required of the Jews by Divine Authority, as 
what might ſignify to them, and tend to raiſe in their 


Minds ſuitable Notions and Acknowledgments of the 


tranſcendent Purity and Holineſs of that God with 
whom they had to do, and their own Meanneſs and 


Impurity, and their Unworthineſs to come into the 


Preſence of ſo holy a Being. But perverting the De- 
ſign of theſe things, they ſoon reſted entirely in the 
bare external "3. cer which is a more eaſy 
and ſhowy ſort of Religion, than that which 1s in- 


ternal and ſpiritual, and conſiſts in the Purity of the 
Heart, and Regularity of the Manners. Hence they 


became ſo exceſſively fond of theſe external Rites 
and Ceremonies, that tho they were already ſuffi- 


ciently numerous by Divine Appointment, yet by 5 
the addition of many other empty Fancies of their 
own, they fo greatly increas'd their Number, that 


they grew into an immenſe Body: Of this ſort were 


all thoſe Waſhings of Pots, and Cups, and Beds, and 


brazen Veſſels, and Tables; with which, and many 


other ſuch like things, our Saviour reproaches them in 
Mark vii. They accounted themſelves to be defiled 


by converſing with other Men, and therefore con- 


ſtantly waſl'd themſelves when they return'd from 
Market, or any publick Places of Reſort : They 
alſo thought it a great Pollution to eat with un- 


B | wWwaſhen 
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waſhen Hands, which they therefore very diligently 


avoided to do, walking ſtrictly according to the Tradi- 
tion of the Elders : but all, as our Savicur obſerves, to 
the ſetting afide the Commandment of God, Mark vii. 8. 
Which indeed 1s but the natural Conſequence of this 
great Affection for Ceremonies, as has always been 
rery evidently ſeen in all Churches in which Cere- 
monies have been countenanced. Their great Re- 
verence and Regard to the Traditions of their Elders 
took up their Thoughts ſo much, that they had little 
time to ſpare for better things; and by their Dili- 
gence and Exactneſs in tithing Mut, aud Aniſe, and 
Cummin, they were run into the Neglect, I might ſay 
the Contempt, of the weightier Matters of the Lato, Mat. 
xxiii. 23. And thus becoming fonder of theſe things 
than of thoſe which were better and more ſubſtan- 
tial, they ſubſtituted theſe in the room of true Reli- 

10n; as our Saviour himſelf has noted in the 7th 


hapter of St. Mark, and more largely in the 23d of 


Matthew, as well as in many other places. : 
THrs was the State of the Fewih Church at that 
time; theſe are the Men our Saviour oppoſes, and 
theſe the Practices of which he frequently complains, 
and to which he often oppoſes Purity of: Heart. Thus 


when the Scribes and Phariſees found fault that his 
Diſciples did not waſh before they eat, after having 
cenſ{ur'd their ſuperſtitious Waſhings, he calls to the 
_ miſguided People, and aſſures them, Mark vii. 15. 


There's nothing from without a Man, that entring into him 
can defile him; but, ver. 20. that which cometh out of the 


Man, that defileth the Man : for from within, out of the Heart 


of Man proceed evil Thoughts, Adulteries, and the like; al 


which evil things coming from an impure Heart within, de- 


file the Man, ver. 23. And ſo again in Mat. xxiii. 25, 


&c. he reproves the Scribes and Phariſees as Hypocrites, 
who took great care to make clean the Outſide of 


the Cup and Platter, and diligently perform all their 
external Purifications and Cleanſings, that ſo they 
might outwardly appear Righteous unto Men, but 
within were full of Extortion and Exceſs ; or like 

; | Sepulchres 


e 
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Sepulchres full of dead Mens Bones, and all Un- 
cleanneſs, they were full of Hypocriſy and Ini- 
quity : but thou blind Phariſee, ſays he, ver. 26. learn 
of them, who not content with cleanſing the Out- 
; ſides of their Veſſels, as if that made them thorowly 
8 clean, take more care of cleanſing eſpecially the In- 
i BI fide of the Cup and Platter; and do thou in like man- 
ner firſt cleanſe and purify thy Heart and thy Affec- 
tions, and then all thy Deſigns and Actions which 


3 


5 flow from thence will be juſt and pure: This is ſu- 
- perior to all thy external Puri fications, and the only 
x way to be truly clean and holy, and to become the 
a proper Objects of God's Favour, and entitled to all bu 
te Bleſſings he will beſtow on the true ſpiritual 1 
* Secd of Abraham. So again in our Text, our Sa- '| 
> IM viour, knowing that the Minds of the People were „ 
7 hll'd with Notions of the Neceſſity of the divers =. 
: Vaſhings requir'd and practis'd by the Phariſees, and 1 
c the great Holineſs they imagin'd to follow thereupon, 
took occaſion to recommend to them Purity of Heart, 
as a thing far more excellent and advantageous than 
7 all external Purity: as if he had ſaid, Think not 


that theſe Externals can avail you any thing, what- 

ever ſtreſs your Teachers may lay on them; at beſt 

” I they are in themſelves cf very little conſidera- . 
5 tion: but bleſſed indeed are the pure in Heart, for they 1 
Hall ſee Gd; they are not only his true Worſhippers - 
4 here, and fit to be admitted into his Temple and (| 


* IF Sanctuary, but they ſhall even be admitted into the 1 
Holy of Holies above the Heavens, into the Preſence 8 
5 of tie Almighty, and ſee and converſe with him face 1 
| tare. | | 1 
a Bur now having thus largely ſhewn that our Sa- | 

; viorr in our Text oppoſes Purity of Heart, 1. e. inter- Fd 

ö nal Religion, to external Rites and Ceremonies, and = 
. all outward Performances; it may not be amiſs here | 


to lay down and enlarge upon an Obſervation which 
: naturally ariſes from hence; which is this: 
THAT the moſt diligent and punctual Performance of 
the poſitive Iiſtitutious aud external Parts of * 
2 | © they 
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they otherwiſe ever ſo neceſſary and uſeful, are altogether 
uſeleſs and inſignificant, without a ſuitable inward Diſpo- 
fition, ' and Purity of Henrt and Mind. You ought not to 
think it ſtrange that I propoſe this Obſervation to be 
enlarg'd on in a Chriſtian Audience. It is true, con- 
ſidering things abſtractedly and in themſelves, it 
ſhonld ſeem very unneceſſary; and I heartily wiſh it 
was ſo indeed, and that there was no occaſion to 


diſcourſe on this Subject, as to be ſure there would] 


not be, if the pure true Religion of the bleſſed Jeſus 
could prevail in the World : whereas all who are, 
tho but little, converſant with Mankind, and ac- 
quainted with the preſent unhappy State of Chriſtia- 


nity, know very well that pretended or weak Chriſ- 


tians have given too much reaſon to the Preachers of 
the Goſpel to treat this matter very largely : and it 
were to be wiſh'd they did it more frequently too, 
with proper Earneſtneſs, and a due Concern for the 


Intereſt and unſullied Honour of our moſt holy Reli-| 


gion; that ſo at laſt a ſtcp might be effectually put 
to a dangerous growing Miſchief, a fatal Canker, 


which has not only ſpread it ſelf over the whole face 
of Chriſtianity, but has almoſt eat out its very Heart, 


and render d it lifeleſs, foul and contemptible. 


* 


In the proſecution of the Subject I have at preſent 


pitch'd upon, I will take this Method : 
I. I will ſhew you, that Chriſtians do generally 
too much reſt in the Performance of the exter- 
nal Parts of Religion. And, ; 
JI. I will prove to you the Truth of my Obſerva- 
1 0 ä 


Ix the firſt place then, tis too plain and viſible, 
that Chriſtians do generally reſt in the Perform- 
ance of the external Parts of Religion. They are 
fo far gone in Corruption, that they have ſubſtituted 
theſe things in the ſtead of Religion. They of the 


Romiſh Church are wholly taken up with the gaudy| 


Pomp and Ceremonies, which their Vanity and Super- 
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ſtition, the Peoples Ignorance, and 'the- Pride, Ava 
rice, and Craft of their deſigning Prieſts have*ren- 
der'd very numerous. The Shewineſs and Pageantry 
of their ſolemn Proceſſions, and indeed of every part of 
their publick Worſhip; the pretended ſacred Charac- 
ter, and the great Power of the Prieſts; the Holineſs of 
their conſecrated Churches, Grounds, Altars, Shrines, 
Veſtments, Images, and the like; the pretended 
Uſefulneſs of Confeſſion, Abſolution, Penances, Pil- 
grimages, with numberleſs other ridiculous Foppe- 
ries, which are hardly fit to come under the name of 


re 

PFs human Inventions, make up the Religion, and are | | 
ia-MW moſt at the heart of the Members of that Church, ' 
ri | to the very great Reproach and Scandal of the Chriſ- i 
of tian Religion. ee 5 
it THz Greek Church has likewiſe overwhelmed l 


and loſt the holy and pure Religion they receiv'd [| 
from the Apoſtles, in the ſame wide and fathomleſs , 


eli- Ocean of vain ſuperſtitious Forms, and Ceremonies, 
put and Idolatry ; they are indeed very ſtrict in the Ob- | 
cer, MI ſervation of their Rituals, and all the Feaſts and ö 


Faſts, &c. which their Church impoſes on them, but 

all under ſuch a prodigious degree of Ignorance and 

Corruption, that even the Prieſts themſelves, after a | 
moſt ſuperſtitious Qbſervation of their Faſts, imme- | 
diately give themſelves up to all manner of Exceſs and = 
Riot; and in the actual Celebration of their hol it 
Feaſts commonly, and without any Remorſe or Senſe 

of Guilt, make themſelves drunk for the Honour of 1 
God, and their Church, and their Saints, and even | 
of St. John the Baptiſt too, whom they call the Abſte- | 
mio. Monſtrous | that ever Men who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and are ſo ſuperſtitiouſly zealous 
for what they account Religion, ſhould by any means ö 
ſuffer themſelves to ſink into ſuch groſs Corruption 1 


are and Irreligion, and be ſo blind as to be impos'd upon | 
ted by that vile Abfurdity of becoming ſcandalouſly i 
the wicked out of pure Religion! And yet this, with 1 
udy the Roman Church, have extended themſelves over, . 


and with their genuine Ignorance and Superſtition, as 
Fe BL | with 
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with a thick black Cloud, have cover'd and involy'; 
in Darkneſs the far greater part of the Chriſtiat 
World. And tho it muſt be confeſs'd, that no incon 
:Hiderable part of Europe has very much reform'd i 
ſelf from the groſs Idolatry and Corruptions of -theſ 
Churches; yet it is greatly to be lamented, that Ex 
ternals are too much regarded and rely'd on even b 


theſe Refornt'd Churches. Some have invented and 


introduc'd into their publick Worſhip divers Ceremo- 
nies, without any manner of real neceſſity, which at 
- leaſt ſeems to argue ſome Dependence on, and Ex 
pectation from the Performance of them; or however, 
if ſome think them uſeful, ſo far only as they may 
help to promote internal Religion, *tis too certain 
that the Many have quite other Notions of the matter 
who are very diligent to perform, or furiouſly zeatous 
to defend and continue the uſe of theſe things, and 


for the ſake of theſe only extol their particulat| 
Church, in oppoſition to all others, as perfect, holy, 
pure, primitive, and apoſtolical : while at the fame 


time they have little regard to the Practice of Virtue 


and true Holineſs in themſelves or others, and take| 


little or no care to reform and regulate their Lives, 
and to purge the Church of corrupt and even ſcanda- 
louſly ſinful Members. So long as a Warmth for Ex- 
ternals only is a ſufficient Recommendation to. the 


Communion of any Church, the Body of that Church 


will doubtleſs conſiſt of Perſons, who place the main 
of Religion in thoſe Externals; and therefore how 
frequently do we {ee the warmeſt Zealots for Ceremo- 
nies ſpend their Strength and Zeal upon them, and 
become not only inditterent, but even very cold in 
regard to every thing elſe that's more ſubſtantial! 
they will not omit the religious and devout Perfor- 
mance of theſe things, even with Hearts full of Ha- 
tred, Revenge, and Malice towards ſuch as cannot 
join with them therein; and when they return from 
the publick Service, how frequently do they give 
themſelves up to Nebauchery, Fury, Anger, and 
Party-Rage, to Drunkenneſs, Profaneneſs and Irre- 
„ | ligion, 
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ligion, in all the other Parts of their Lives; a certain 


eon Demonſtration that they place their Religion in theſe 
d i external Rites and human Compoſi tions, which with 
he fo much Noiſe and Heat they uphold and impoſe. © - 


Bur of theſe” things ſome others are very ſenſi- 
ble, and apt enough to complain, far more apt than 
they are to ſee and conſider, that even they thems: 
ſelves too lie under the ſame Guily: for don't too 


1 0- 'F ; . f 5 8 7 * | , 
h af many take ſpecial care to ſhun thEpublick Churches, 


and reject the Forms and Ceremonies in uſe there, 
who.at the ſame time are not ſo much afraid of the 
common Corruptions of the Profane? This is mere 
I Peeviſhneſs and Perverſeneſs, not Religion. Some | 
abſent themſelves from theſe Churches from a Diſlike | 


tous to the Formalities, and make their Religion conſiſt 
and in having no publick Worſhip; and I fear I might | 
-ularlff8 have juſtly ſaid, in having no Religion. Others [ 
oy from their Averſeneſs to the receiv'd Forms and Ce- | 
ame remonies of the Church, and Faſhions of the World, 


are in reality the moſt formal of all, and make it 
eſſential to Religion to dreſs and act in every thing 
ves different from other People. Others again diſown 

1da- external Forms of Worſhip, merely becauſe they will, 

Ex- and almoſt place their Religion in oppoſing and 


„the crying them down. Some, it's true, do with con- þ 
urch ſtant and with ſeeming Devotion frequent ſome ſe- E 
nainf parate Congregation at all times of publick Worſhip, ' 2M 
how eſpecially on the Lord's Day, which they take care = 
mo- to keep 9 ſtrictly at their own Houſes too; but 9 
and this is only | 


d in] ſons, in all ſuch as take the liberty, thro the reſt of 
tial! the whole Week, to cheat, and undermine; and de- 
rfor-Nceive, or to over-reach their Neighbours. And it 3 
Ha- muſt not be diſſembled, that thro the prodigious 
not Corruption of the Age, baſe Vices commonly prevail 
from under the Names and Cover of Virtues; and the groſ- 
giveſeſt Acts of Barbarity, Violence, and Injuſtice are 
and called at leaſt, but if Men would reaſon they could 
[rre- Inever be thought to be, Juſtice and Religion. Theſe 
ion, Ichings are not only chargeable upon the openly prog 5 I 
| 1 ane # 


ormality, and obſerving Times and Sea- 1 
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ane and profiigate, but even to a great degree upon! {WS 
too many who deceive the World and themſelves, by War 
ſome external Performances of one kind or other; Ca 
their Zeal for which, helps them to paſs for religious 5 
Men. It concerns us all therefore to examine even 
our ſelves, and ſee whether any of us be not of this 
number. -Our Saviour had but twelve Apoſtles, and 
one of them was a Judas; ſo it's poſſible, and may 
be fear'd, that there may be ſome among us, but I 
hope very few, who reſt in the Externals of Reli- 
gion, without having a due regard to that Purity of 
Heart which is alone neceſſary to denominate us tru- 
ly religious. And if we are (as indeed all ought 
to be) careful to preſerve a good Appearance and 
Deportment among Men, adorning the Doctrine of MWma 
God our Saviour, and diligent in the Performance of Mdiv 
all the outward Parts of Religion; very ſtrict in re- do 
gulating all theſe things according to the Scriptures boi 
only, without owning any other Authority upon fall 
Earth; and as zealous in maintaining their Chriſtian Mof 
Liberty, againſt all the Atrempts of Superſtition, Wlett 
Tyranny, and Prieſtcraft: If we reje& the Forms Nh 
and Impoſitions of others, to uſe a more ſimple and Tr. 
plain, and let me add Primitive and Apoſtolick, way Wthe 
of worſhipping God: If we are ſo happy as to have ¶ gui 
reviv'd, and maintain'd, and practis'd the true an- Wtag 
tient way of adminiſtring Baptiſm and the Lord's Wton 
Supper, according to our Lord's own Inſtitution and W the 
Appointment, free from thoſe groſs Corruptions W fro: 
which alter and deſtroy their very Nature: If after ¶ ing 
all, we reſt here, and are covetous, unmerciful, not ¶ anc 
forgiving Injuries or Debtors, under the notion of all 
demanding our Right, and doing our ſelves Juſtice ; W wh 
griping and oppreſſing the Poor in our Dealing with N goc 
them, under pretence that it's every one's Buſineſs in of | 
_ Bargaining and Trade to do the beſt he can for hin- ¶ loo 
ſelf, and conſider his own Intereſt only: If we ren 
make no Conſcience of injuring our Neighbour by tha 
open Calumny and Reproach, or by ſecret Whiſper- of 
ings and Backbitings, or ſcandalous and malicious I ſiſt. 
D 0 = Surmiſes Wl © 
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fof Baptiſm, for inſtance, or a Set of ſpeculative Opi- 


which they likewiſe run into many times for very 


look'd on with Scorn, and Contempt, and Abhor⸗- 
rence by the wiſer Children of Light, who plainly ſee, 
that all theſe things are highly diſpleaſing to the,Go@; 
of Holineſs and Purity, and greatly below and incon- 5 

ſiſtent with the Dignity * Human Nature. 
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Sarmiſes and Miſrepreſentations, by Cenſoriouſneſs 2 
and all manner of private Injuries: If this be the 
Caſe of any, what ſuch call Religion is abominable 
Hypocriſy. And it is evident to Demonſtration, that 
they lay too much ſtreſs on, and place the whole of 
their Religion in thoſe things wherein they differ 
from others: for ſuch as are only zealous in the point 
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nions, muſt think theſe are the Subſtance of Religion, 
or elſe that theſe will atone for the want of every 
thing elſe. : Farr 7 
Bur to proceed yet further.: I fear there is too 
much reaſon to ſuſpect that ſome who are accounted 
pious good Men, and are indeed carefal to perform 
many Parts of external Religion and Devotion, and 
divers Acts of Charity and Beneficence ; diligent to 
do many Parts of their Duty to God and their Neigh- 
bour ; who laying too great ſtreſs upon theſe things, 
fall yet far ſhort of Religion: for are not ſome, even _ 
of theſe Men, proud, and haughty, and inſolent, 
letting looſe the Reins to their Paſſion and Revenge, 


Trifles? Are not ſome of theſe Men very earneſt in 
the purſuit of the World and the Advantages thereof, 
guilty of Extortion; and greedy. to take all Advan- 
tages of thoſe they deal with, and that in pure Wan- 


tonneſs or Covetouſneſs, not out of the neceſſity of 


their own Circumſtances? And don't they frequently 
from thence run themſelves into the Guilt of defraud- 
ing, tricking, and undermining thoſe about them ; 
and to gain their End, and increaſe their Store, uſe 
all the little Artifices and ungenerous mean Actions, 
which paſs commonly for Shrewdneſs, Cunning, and 
good Management, and the like Virtues, in the eyes . 
of the Children of this Morld? which, however, are Fl 
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I may perhaps ſeem too harſh to ſome of thoſe 


ho are within the reach of my Charge, that I have he for 

laid it fo general; but Men mult not be flatter d and zhee of 
ſooth'd into their own Ruin from this Place. What I Wl fervin: 
have ſaid is ſo generally true, that I doubt not but ¶ witho 
moſt, upon cool Recollection, will find many Inſtan-¶ infign 
ces within their own Knowledge; for, God knows, ¶ ſhew 
the Forms of Godlineſs, of one kind or other, have 
almoſt deſiroy'd the Life and Power of it. This 1s II. 
the Caſe in fact, and it is in vain to deny that Trut 
Chriſtians, of all Sects and Parties, too generally de- word: 
pend upon external Performances alone, and com- ¶ of the 
monly lay a greater {ſtreſs upon thofe Particulars gion, 


wherein they differ from others; upon ſome darling 


| altoget 
Practice, or Notion, or Scheme of Principles; than 


ward 


upon the more ſubſtantial Parts of Religion: and here 
then are very apt to glory with the Phariſee in the ¶ view 
Goſpel, Luke xviii. 11, 12. God, I thank thee, that and 
am not as other Men are, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adulte- ¶ Princ 
vers, or even as this Publican: I faſt twice in the Wee, ¶ nume 
I give Tythes of all that T poſſeſs. But God grant that ¶ doub 
none of us may be led into Deſtruction by this Phari-s R 
ſaical Spirit and Diſpoſition of Mind; let us not de- matt 
ceive our ſelves, and hazard our Souls upon the moſt [|{Mifounc 
diligent Performances of the ceremonious and exter- N ariſe 
nal Parts of Religion. | ET and 
_*Fis eaſy to impoſe upon our ſelves in this mat- one: 
ter; let us therefore uſe the utmoſt Caution and Di- R 
ligence in trying, and examining, and purifying our very 
own Hearts, which will always lie open to the view Hof 1 
of that God with whom we have to do: Aud if ue and 
have forgotten the Name of our God, or ſtretched out our Ma di 
Hands to a ſtrange God, ſhall nut God ſearch this out? in S 
Jor he knoweth the Secrets of our Hearts: Pſal. xliv. 20, ſWtho 
21. Let us therefore take the Advice of holy David the 
to his Son Solomon; 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. And thou Solo- nat. 
mon, my Son, know thou the God of thy Father, and ſerve \ Mi 
him with a perfect Heart, and with a uilling Mind: for Na d 
the Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, and underſtandeth all the tha 
Ma! 


Jmaginations of the Thoughts ; if thou ſeek him, he ui, 
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thee off for ever. And this ſeeking God conſiſts in the 
without which all other things are wholly uſeleſs and 


ſhew you. For, 


© of the poſitive Inſtitutions and exterual Parts of Reli- 
gion, be they otherwiſe ever ſo weceſſary and uſeſul, are 


view : For this Poſition may be very largely prov'd 
and eſtabliſh'd both from the moſt clear and certain 
| {Principles of Natural Reaſon, and by very plain and 
vumerous Teſtimonies of the higheſt and moſt un- 
doubted Authority; namely, the Sacred Scriptures. +» 
RTI IOION is not a thing merely poſitive, or a 


founded in the Nature and Reaſon of Things, and 


of Duty we lie under towards Ged our Creator 
and Preſerver. As it is in us, it is nothing elſe but 


in Society, it comprehends, or rather conſiſts in, all 
thoſe Actions and religious Performances which are 
the external Signs and Demonſtrations of, and do 
naturally ariſe from, this internal Senſe in our own 
Minds of the Obligations we lie under. And upon 


mances depends entirely upon the internal Diſpoti- 
be) E tion 
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te found of thee; but if thou forſake him, he will caſt. 

ſerving him with a perſeci Wart and a willing Mind, 

inſignificant ; as I am now, in the ſecond place, to 
II. My ſecond general Head was to prove the 


Truth of the Obfervation I had laid down, in theſe . 
words; That the moſt diligent and punctual Performance 


altogether uſeleſs and inſignificant, without a ſutable in- 
ward Diſpoſition, and Purity of Heart and Mind. And 
hero a very wide Scene of Diſcourſe opens to our 


matter of Inſtitution and Command only; but is 


ariſes purely and neceſſarily from the Nature of God 
and his Creatures, and their Relation to him and to 
one another. : „ 

REI IOION ſtrictly and abſtractedly, and in the 
rery notion of the word, ſignifies the Obligations 


à due ſenſe of thoſe Obligations; and without us, 


a due Conſideration, it will very evidently appear, 
Ichat the whole efficacy of all theſe external Perfor- 
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10 A SERMON preachd at 
tion of our Minds, which alone can render them of 
any value, and acceptable to God. 27 
Bod is a Being, beyond Imagination, great and 
glorious, and poſleſs'd of all Perfections and Excel- 
lencies. Hence we are indiſpenſably oblig'd, in 
point of Truth and Juſtice, to acknowledge and 
own that he is potleſs'd of theſe Perfections; that he 
is eternal, ſelf-exiſtent, infinite, and immenſe, fill- 
ing up all Time and all Space, in the full and com- 
pleat Enjoyment of all Bleſſedneſs, and Power, and 
Wiſdom, and Majeſty. And as he is the great Crea- 
tor and Governour of the Univerſe ; as we are the 
Work of his Hands, and receive our Beings, with all 
our Faculties and Enjoyments, from the inexhauſti- 
ble Source of his Bounty and Goodneſs ; hence ariſe 
all our relative Obligations to him, as our Creator, 
and Preſerver, and Benefactor. Thus it appears, 
that theſe are the Foundations of Religion; and 
when they take place, and have their proper in- 
fluence upon us by Conſideration and Reflection, 
they do of courſe produce in us a due Senſe of theſe 
Obligations; and when we think and act according 
thereunto, we are ſaid to be religious. Religion 
therefore is in us the making good the Obligations 
under Which we lic towards God, entertaining very 
great and awful Apprehenſions of his Divine Maje- 
ity, bowing our Souls with all Humility before him, 
and ſubmitting our ſelves, our Will, and all our 
Thoughts entirely to his Will and Good-pleaſure ; 
from the bottom of our Souls adoring and praiſing 


his reverend and glorious Name, owning and mag- 
nifying his Power and Wiſdom, acknowledging the 


ſuperiour Excellence of his Nature, and the full Per- 
tection of all his Attributes: in theſe things conſiſts 
all true and acceptable Religion. But that which is 
commonly call'd external, namely all out ward Ac- 
tions, are but the Signs and Pictures of this; and 
from this they muſt ariſe, and only in proportion as 


they do {o, they are, or can be, well-pleaſing to God. 
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they are nothing but the mere Effects of ſenſleſs Mat- 
ter and Motion; and thus they are deſtitute of all 
moral or religious Good or Evil, and therefore are 
altogether inſignificant in point of Religion: But 
then if conſider d as caus'd and produc'd voluntarily, 
by a ſelf-conſcious and ſelf- moving Power, with cer- 
tain Views or Deſigns ; ſo far they become, or I. 
ſhould rather ſay are denominated, virtuous or vi- 
cious, according to the Rectitude or Depravity of 
the internal Deſigns and Intentions of the Mind 
from whence they ariſe. As therefore out ward Ac- 
tions are denominated morally good, only from their 
Conformity to, or as they ah rom the good Diſpo- 
> I fitions and Motions of the Mind; ſo likewiſe they 
can be denominated religious upon no other account, 
than as they ariſe from the religious Motions and 
1 | Diſpoſitions of the Soul. | | 
_ AND from the whole therefore it follows, that 
in ſtrictneſs all our outward Actions and Performan- 
e | ces have nothing commendable or rewardable in 
> I them, but will be judg'd of only by the Purity of 
a | our Hearts, and the Sincerity of our Intentions. 
s And therefore without this Purity of Heart, be our. 
y Þ| outward Performances what they will, they are but 
the Form of Godlineſs, without the Subſtance and 
1, | Power of it, and can ſtand us in no ſtead. And this 
ir | the Scriptures do very largely ſet forth in divers 
; Forms of ſpeaking : 'Thus David frequently talks of 
g the Upright in Heart, a clean Heart, a perfect! Heart, 
= and the like, making theſe the neceſſary Conditions 
ie Jof obtaining the Favour of God: My Defence (ſays. 
r- he, Pal. vii. 10.) is of God, who ſaveth the Upright in 
s | Heart: And Pſal. Ixxiii. 1. Truly God is good to Iſrael, 
is even to ſuch, i. e. tes ſuch only, as are of a clean 
c- | Heart; and therefore he prays, Pſal. li. 10. Create 
id Nin me a clean Heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit 
as | within me: plainly implying, that all his Exactneſs 
d. Jin the Externals of Religion, was inſufficient to re- 
| {commend him to God's Favour : They * the 
IM 1 E | ame 
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22 A SERMON preachd at 7 
ſame Relation to the internal Motions of our Mind, is 

as our Words do to our Thoughts; and as theſe are a1 

of no uſe or fignificancy without ſome certain Senſe Z. 
affix'd to them, ſo neither are our Actions, any otlier- ſt. 

wiſe than as they are the Pictures of our Minds, and 1 

N 

th 

H 
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1 ſerve to diſcover and expreſs their internal Senſe and 
; Diſpoſition. To the ſame purpoſe likewiſe are a 
n great number of Paſſages in the New Teſtament. 


One of the Complaints St. Peter makes againſt ſome pu 
who went for Chriſtians in his time, was, that they 
. had Hearts exerciſed with covetous Practices; 2 Pet. 11. th 
1 14. upon which, notwithſtanding all their out ward H. 


Compliances, he calls them curſed Children, and ſays, Bu 
they ſhall receive the Reward of Unrighteonſneſs, ver. 13. wi 
And St. Paul, in his Advice to Servants, Eph. vi. 5,6. eat 
gives them to know, that it is not enough barely to ene 
obey their Maſters, and perform the external Parts tio 
of their Duty; that they ought by no means to ima- tio 
gine that is all that's expected of them: but, ſays - Tuf 
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48 he, Servants be obedient unto them that are your Maſters con 
© © » according to the Fleſh, with Fear and Trembling, in Single- Ob 
MW. meſs of Heart, us unto Chriſt; not with Eye-Service, but as rity 
| 3 


| the Servants of Chriſt, doing the Will of God from the: rec. 
Th Heart. And he repeats it again, Col. iii. 22. 3 
AND God himſelf likewiſe, by the Mouth of the the) 
Prophet Iſaiah, cap. xxix. ver. 13. denounces ſevere peri 
Judgments againſt the formal Jews of that time, who. and 
like thoſe in our Saviour's days, to whom He applies Jof ö 
. the Words of the Prophecy, were indeed very exact only 
* in performing all the Ceremonies of the Law, and in ly v 
keeping the Traditions of the Elders; but were yet are 
very far from diſcharging their Duty, becauſe this ther 
People, ſaith the Lord, draw near me with their Mouth, don? 
and with their Lips do honour me, but have removed their plea 
Heart far from me : and for this reaſon God rejected . 
all their Services. And to mention at preſent but I for 
one Paſſage more; our Lord, to that Queſtion, Which [;. 
is the great Commandment of the Law ? Mat. xxii. 
36. anſwers, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with al Nati 
* thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 3 ys 
e | 


Nature, and our Relation to him. Bat now how are 


This is the firſt and great Commandment ; and the ſecond 
is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf : 


and then adds, On theſe two Commandments hang all the 


Law and the Prophets: directly placing the whole Sub- 


- ſtance, and Power, and Efficacy of Religion in the 
Heart; for if all the Duties enjoin'd by God and 
Nature depend, as Chriſt aſſures us they do, upon 


the. Diſpoſitions of the Heart, then the Purity of the 


Heart only can render all our other Performances - 


pure and acceptable before God. = 
Tus then it abundantly appears from theſe 
things, that nothing is acceptable to God but the 


Heart, and the Services which flow from thence. 


But not content to have ſhewn this in general, I 
will proceed to make it out yet more particularly of 
each kind of religious Actions; which may be well 
enough reduced to theſe three: 1. Human Inven- 
tions and Impoſitions. 2. Divine poſitive Inſtitu- 
tions. And, 3. Moral Actions, ſuch as all Works of 


Juſtice, Charity, and Beneficence, &c. which are 


commonly {aid to be. good in their own nature. My 
Obſervation holds equally true of all theſe ; for Pu- 


rity of Heart only, and not any or all of theſe can 


recommend us to the Favour of God. 

I. As to all human Inventions and Impoſitions ; 
they being only founded on the arbitrary Will of Su- 
periors, or our own mutual Agreement and Conſent, 
and enforc'd only by temporal Penalties, they are 
of mere human Obligation, and our Obedience is 
only to human Authority, and ſhall be rewarded on- 
ly with human and temporal Advantages. As they 


are not appointed before God, we don't know whe- 


ther they are acceptable to him, and therefore we 
don't perform them in obedience to him, and to 
pleaſe him; which yet is eſſentially neceſſary to ren- 
der our Actions religious and rewardable by God: 
for, as I have noted before, all religious Actions, 


which are truly ſuch, muſt ſpring from a Senſe of 


our Obligations to God, ariſing from his excellent 
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we under any Obligations of this nature to perform 


the unaccountably wild Impoſitions of the Church of 


Rome, or the Rites and Ceremonies required by any 


other Church whatever? | 1 aw, 
Tax Conſtitution, Diſcipline, and Orders of the 
Church; the uninterrupted Succeſhon of a Regular 


Legal, Epiſcopal Miniſtry ; the Rights, Powers and 
Privileges of the Clergy ; the Sacredneſs of their Per- 
ſons and Characters; Articles, Confeſſions of Faith, 
and particular Sets of Opinions; are things Which 
make a mighty noiſe at preſent, and fill the Mouths, 
and engage all the Zeal of many. Bur after all, what 
Foundation have any of theſe things in the Nature 


or Word of God? And what ground have we to 


expect that our Zeal for theſe things will recommend 
us to God? *Tis not a Zeal for God, but for the 
Inventions of Man's Wiſdom, and can therefore en- 
title only to the Favour and Acceptance of Men; 
and nothing but a real and true Obedience to God 
ſhall be bountifully rewarded by him in everlaſting 
Manſions of Glory. 


already fallen under any Calamity, to rend their 
Clothes, and mourn in Sackcloth and Aſhes, accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of their Country and Time; and 
fondly imagin'd by theſe human Inventions to turn 
away the Wrath of the Almighty : but he by the 
Prophet Joel, ch. ii. ver. 12. declares againſt all ſuch 
Services, ſaying, Turn to me with all your Heart — 

and rend your Heart and not your Garments, And in 
Iſaiah, ch. xx1x. ver. 13. he complains that their Fear 
towards him was taught by the Precepts of Men. | 


Ov x Saviour likewiſe ſeverely reproves the PHa- 


riſees for their fond Attachment to the Inventions and 
Traditions of the Elders, which he declares render'd 
the Mord of God of none effect, Mark vii. 13. and there- 
upon aſſures them, that it was in vain they did worſhip 
God, teaching for Doftrines the Crmmandments of Men, 
ver. 7. Theſe very full and plain Declarations, one 


would think, ſhould abate much of the Heat and Zeal 


Too | | f 
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Heart in the Spirit. External Circumciſion therefcre, 
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too commonly ſhewn for human Inventions; under 
which Denomination come all thoſe things which are 
made Boundaries and Conditions of Communion, 
whether by thoſe in Authority, or by National 
Churches, or by particular Churches and private Per- 
ſons, and which tlie Scriptures have not made ſo. 
All theſe unwarrantable Impoſitions are of the ſame 
evil Nature and Tendency, and do generally equally 
render the Word of God of no effect. But, 

2. The poſitive Inſtitutions, which bear the Im- 
preſſions of Divine Authority, are likewiſe inſufficient 
to recommend us to the Favour of God: the moſt 
ſtrict and punctual external Performance of them being 
not enough to denominate us religious; for they are 
not Religion, nor any ways allied to it. It is ſuppoſed, 
from the very nature of them, that they have no in- 
trinſick Value, and that they are not good or obli- 
gatory in themſelves before their Inſtitution. But 
now if poſitive Inſtitutions are only good, becauſe 
commanded by a ſufficient Authority, then, to ren- 


der them of any uſe and ſervice to us, they muſt 


be N 's from a due Senſe of the Authority 
of the Impoſer, and purely with a View to obey and 
pleaſe him; and ſo far only as this is done, is any 
Action good, religious, acceptable to God, and re- 
wardable by him. And this the Scriptures teach us 
very -largely : Our Saviour very expreily determines 
this in dire& oppoſition to all the. Rites and Cere- 
monies of the Law; John iv. 21. Believe me, the hour 
cometh when ye ſhall neither in this Muntain, nor yet at 
Jeruſalem, worſhip the Father. Ver. 23. But the hour com- 
eth, and now is, when the true MWorſbippers ſhall worſhip. 
the "Father in Spirit and in Truth. Ver. 24. God is a 


Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spi- 


it and in Truth; without which all their Legal Ob- 


ſervances ſignify nothing. And St. Paul, Rom. ii. 28. 


declares, That he is not a Jew, who is one outwardly, by 
obſerving the Ceremonies of the Law; but he is 4 
Jew, who is one inwardly : and Circumcifion is that of the 
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ſaid of all other external Ordinances) can be of no 
uſe and advantage to any without a ſuitable Diſpo- 


ſition of Heart and Mind: Fir, as the ſame Apoſtle 


ſays, Gal. v. 6. Neither Circumcifion availeth any thing, 
nor Uncircumcifion, but Faith which works by Love. Ad 


tho the Scribes and Phariſees were noted for the moſt 


exact and punctual Performance of the Externals of 


Religion, yet they are frequently in the Goſpels con- 


demn'd by our Saviour. There are a great many 
Rules given in the Books of the Law concerning Sa- 


crifices, which are very ſtrictly required at the hands 


of the Jews; and yet for want of a ſuitable Diſpo- 
ſition of Soul, God, with Vehemence and Anger, re- 
faſes to accept of their Offerings, tho made accord- 
ing to his own Command in all Exteinals : ſa. 1. 11. 


To what purpoſe is the multitude of your Sacrifices unto 
me, ſaith the Lord? I am full of the Burnt-Oferings of 


Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts; I delight not in the 
Blood of Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of He-Goats : When ye 


come to appear before me, who hath required this at your 
hands, to tread my Courts? Bring no more vain Obla- 
zions, Iucenſe is an Abomination unto me; your new Moons, 
and your appointed Feaſts, my Soul hateth : They are a trou 
ble unto me, I am weary to bear them. And again, Chap. 


Ivi. ver. 2. But to this Man will I look, even to him that 
z5 poor, and of a contrite Spirit, and trembleth at my Word. 


He that killeth an Ox, is as if he flew a Man; he that 


facrificeth a Lamb, ds if. he cut off. a Dog's Neck ; he thiit 
offereth an Oblation, as if he offer d Swines Blood; he that 
burneth Tucenſe, as if he bleſſed an Idol. And yet all theſe 
are things of God's own Appointment and Inſtitu- 
tion, but manifeſtly declar'd to be inſignificant, or, 
I ſhould rather ſay, to be Sins and Abominations to 
the Lord, when not attended with, and flowing from 
a pure Heart. And the Caſe is exactly the ſame in 
the Nature and Reaſon of the thing, as to all Goſ- 


pel-Ordinances : and therefore it is made a Recom- / 
mendation of Goſpel-Obedience, that it was from 
the Heart; Rom, vi. 17. God be thanked, that tho 3e 
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2 . vere the Servants of Sin, ye have now obey'd from 
Bl Heart that Form of Doctrine which was deliver d to you. 4 
Accordingly our Saviour himſelf expreſly cautions us. 


Mat. vii. 22. and Luke xiii. 26. that many ſhall depend 
upon, and truſt. to their external Performances, and 
he able to ſay in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
| pheſy d in thy Name? and in thy Name caſt out Devils ? 
f Wl and in thy Name doue many wonderful Works ? "We have 
eren and drank in thy Preſence, and thou haſt taught in 
oar Street. And yet to theſe very Men, who have 
gone ſo far, and done ſo much, he hath aſſur'd us he 


8 will return that dreadful Anſwer, 7 never knew jou; 
- WH depart from me, je that work Iniquity. This ſure muſt 
- MW pierce every one of us to the heart, and put us upon 


making a very diligent Enquiry, to ſee that we be not 

of this unhappy number: For from the whole it 

„very plainly appears, that God Almighty reje&s and 

}  abhors his own Ordinances, when they are polluted 

and defiled, by being perform'd with an impure 

e | Heart; and therefore the moſt ſtri& Obſervance of 

7 IM theſe things will be of no ſervice to us without Pu- 

=" I rity of Heart. 7 | 

„ 3. Nay, to come to the third and laſt Particular, 

even thoſe Moral Actions, which are commonly ſaid =_— 
to be good in their own nature, and do indeed ariſe _— 
# | neceſſarily out of the nature of things, and do carry in Y 
them a Decency and Suitableneſs founded in the e- 

t 8 ternal unalterable Principles of Reaſon ; ſuch are all 

external Acts of natural Religion, of Juſtice, Charity, 

and mutual Beneficence ; 7. e. all the natural Duties 

> | to God, our Neighbour, and our ſelves, which are 

to be expreſs'd by any external Actions: even all 

> | theſe, without a right Frame of Spirit and Diſpo- 

> | fition of Heart, are uſeleſs and infignificant, and 

void of all real Goodneſs. What ſignify all the moſt 

| | fervent Expreſſions in Brayer without the Heart? 

- | {eeing we are aſſur d, 1 Sam. xvi. 7. that the Lord 

eth not as Man ſeeth, for Man looketh on the outward 

Appearance, but the Lord looketh on the Heart : without 

Which all our Prayers me molt ſolemn Services are 
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an Abominaticn to him. Prov. xxviii. 9. He that turn- 
eth away his Ear from hearing the Law, even his Prayer 


ſhall be Abomination; and, as David expreſſes it, Pſal. 


cix. 7. become Sin. So perfectly indifferent are all our 


Actions ſtrictly in themſelves, and ſuch great Influence 


has the Temper and Diſpoſition of our Hearts over 
them, as to make the very ſame Action virtuous or 


vicious, the commendable Diſcharge of our Duty, or 


a heinous Sin againſt it. What fignifies then the de- 
ceitfr! Werſhip, and all the external noiſy, ſhowy 


Performances, and Compliances of the Hypocrite, 


whoſe Here ſhall periſh, and the Congregation of Hypocrites 
ſhall be deſolate, Fob viii. 13. & xv. 34. Such as make 


their Prayers to God, whether extempore, or in a con- 
ceiv'd Form, purely to be ſeen of Men; or who 


lengthen them out with vain Babblings, and idle fri- 
volous Petitions, thinking to be heard for their much 
ſpeaking, (Mat. vi. 7.) our Saviour tells us have their 


Reward, and are not to expect any from his Father. 


All Acts of Piety and Devotion, perform'd merely 
from Cuſtom or Habit, out of any View to pleaſe 
Men, to obtain or confirm our Reputation, or to 
ſerve ſome temporal Intereſt, or gratify ſome Paſſion 


or Inclination, or from any other ſuch poor, mean, 


ſelfiſh Motives, are of no value in the ſight of God, 


nor will be of any ſervice to us. | 


Bu r I cannot enlarge ſo much upon this Head 
as I at firſt intended, and therefore ſhall only add 
here thoſe very remarkable words of the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2, 3. which are very appoſite to our 
preſent purpcſe : Tho I ſpeak with the Tongues, ſays he, 
and tho I have the Gift of Pro- 
Phecy, and underſtand all Myſteries and all Knowledge, and 
am right in all my Notions ; and tho I have all Faith, 
even in the higheſt degree, ſo as that I could remove 
Mountain:>—tho J have the utmoſt Liberality and 
Good-Nature, and beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor; 


may, and tho I am ſo very zealous for the Goſpel, 
that I ſhould give my very Body to be burned alive, and 
Hare not Charity, all theſe things ſhall profit me no- 


thing. 
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ing. is not therefore the bare doing theſe things 
but the purifying our Hearts only, that will make 
all our other Services acceptable, and recommend us 
to the Favour of God, according to our Saviour's 
Declaration in our Text, Bleſſed are the pure in Heart. 
ICAN' r well be miſunderſtood in what I have been 
| ſaying, and therefore perhaps need not ſay any thin 
here by way of Caution; however it can't be amils 
| .juſt to add, that I don't mean, by any thing I have 
ſaid, to repreſent external Religion as utterly uſe- 
leſs, and to be neglected by us: As the Body without 
the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without Works is dead alſo ; 
Jam. ii. 26. All our religious Actions and Services are 
indeed inſipid and lifeleſs, without Purity of Heart; 
but then this active vital Principle of Religion can- 
not be hid under a Buſhel, but will break out like 
1 the Sun thro a Cloud, and ſhine gloriouſly in the 
r whole courſe of our Lives, and beautify all our Ac- 
. tions: without this none of our Actions are reli- 
gious, but with it they all become Sacrifices holy, and 
D acceptable unto God; and where it finds place, it will 
0 
1 
Ly 


— 


exert it ſelf irreſiſtibly in a univerſal Obedience to 
the Laws of God and Nature: and by this alone 
may we judge whether this powerful ſanctifying 

£ Principle be in us or not, which it very much con- 
cerns us to know. | 


d Bur to conclude, I will only juſt add, that tis 
d natural to make the following Inferences from what 
„has been ſaid; namely, . 

r (I.) Ir theſe external Parts of Religion are ſo in- 
> || ſignificant in themſelves, without being ſanctify'd by 
> a pure Heart, tis the moſt egregious Folly in thoſe 
d who make ſuch a mighty ſtir about the loweſt and 
b, meaneſt of theſe things, viz. human Ceremonies and 
e Impoſitions, as if they were the very Life and Soul 


d of all Religion: And twill be a ſad Diſappointment 
” to theſe Men at laſt, to find all that mighty ſtock of 
1, Zeal, they expended on any. or all of theſe, vaniſh 
1d away like Smoke, and tome to nothing ; and that 
0- all their Pains and Labour, from which they bay 
g. N or 


tice ; remembring the Phariſee in the Goſpel, Luke 


Xviii. 11, 12. could boaſt, that he was not as other 


Men are, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers, and the like. 
The Phariſees in general were very exact in obſerving 


all the Externals of Religion, but yet were not ac- 


cepted with God. It is not enough to make a pub- 
lick Profeſſion of Religion, or to ſubſcribe certain 
Articles of Faith, or the like: And if ye love them 
which love you, what Reward have you ? If ye ſalute 


your Brethren only, what do ye more than others? Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in Hea- 


"ven is perfect, (Mat. v. 46, 47, 48.) For I ſay unto you, 
by Authority from the Son of God himſelf, that ex- 
rept your Righteonſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, (Mat. v. 20.) But bleſſed are the 
Pure in Heart, for they ſhall fee God. 
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